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Progress or Poverty ? 
Those STRIKING FACTS .... pac: 5 


In another column we have drawn 


attention to some striking facts con- 


cerning the earnings of workers in 
respect of: whom returns are made to 


the Ministry of Labour. The facts we 


give are official and are drawn from 
reports of the Ministry itself. 

From these figures it will be seen 
that the wages of the class from which 
Labour draws its greatest strength 
have kept pace with the rising cost of 
living, or if this is not completely true 
it can at any rate be rightly claimed 
that it is substantially so if one takes 
into account the limitations of ex- 
penditure. 

Whatever may be said about infla- 
tion there is admittedly a degree ot 
inflation, and no money and no pay- 
ment has the same value—as at the 
commencement of the war. 

These things-being so we are en- 
titled to ask what is the bearing ot 
this position on the political expendi- 
ture of the working classes and on the 
upkeep of the political Party from 
which so much is expected both now 
and in the future. 

* * * 

So far as local parties are concerned 
(and national Party income is in the 
same boat) we are being left high and 
dry with a time lag of approximately 
two years before we have begun to talk 
of reviewing our income in the light ot 
increasing. prices and increasing 
responsibilities. 


s 

Take the case ot Trade Union 
affiliations: though there are worthy 
exceptions there is still a very general 
acceptance of the ridiculous sum of 2d. 
per head per year trom which there 
has been virtually no attempt to rise 
since the commencement of the war. 
Attempts to increase affiliated income 
so far has been mainly based on 
volume or quantity, not on value or o 
the sum per capita. ' 

Eyen where 4d. per head is paid by 
way of affiliation that amount is often 
‘reduced in practice by under-affilia- 
tion. There are, we know, some few 
instances: where despite all difficulties, 
parties succeed in getting 6d. or even 
1/- affiliation fee, but these cases are a 
hopeless minority. 

* * * 

The time has come when the present 
poverty basis of our Party cries aloud 
for attention. And the problem is not 
to be solved merely by the local parties 
themselves attempting to increase their 
local fees. The evil les in another 
direction and what~is needed is not 
only plain talk, but a widespread 
realisation of the tact that the time to 
face this problem with a bold front 
nationally and locally is now. There 
is a case for presentation and argu- 
ment in quarters throughout the 
Movement. Nor must this case be put 
in timid terms or hesitant language. 

Do the Trade Union leaders appreci- 
ate this starvation of the political 
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movement? Does anybody educate 
them in the matter? Do the candidates 
and M.P.s appreciate this most desper- 
ate of problems? Do local Trade 
Union ofticials, Trade Union organisers, 
district delegates and all sorts of other 

ople know anything of the hopelessly 
insufficient finance with which we are 
provided? In short, has not the time 
come when our present content should 
be rudely shocked by a raging, tearing 
propaganda to secure equity in this 
matter? At least it is up to every 
earnest worker to expound this position 
and to seek to get a remedy for a 
ridiculous shortage cf resources while 
the going is good, : 


* * * 


The next point concerns individual 
membership. We dare not seek to 
give a figure concerning the loss of 
1.M. since the war began. Big parties 
have lost huge slices of membership 
and even in those places—the great 
majority—where big membership has 
not been the rule their little figures 
have grown steadily less. 

We can find excuses or reasons for 
all this in the war position, but, if we 
are to recast and rebuild our Party, 
must we not now realise that_even a 
penny a week was economically un- 
sound—tor the simple reason that no 
economic basis for collection could be 
found? 

Again and again we hear the ary 
that collectors cannot be found. No 
wonder, because there is no margin for 
their payment, but a world of work to 
do. And here we are to-day with more 
work than ever, greater responsibilities, 
and the purchasing value of that penny 
reduced to a haltpenny or less! 

For the love of Mike let’s get this 
thing straight. Shall we never get rid 
of that cursed penny mind with which 
the Movement began? 

To-day individual membership con- 
tributions ought to be boldly put at at 
least 1/- a month. Which will be the 
first Party to usher in a new era of 
financial soundness and commonsense 
payments? 

With a larger subscription there 
can be some worth-while collecting, 
something to pay one’s way with, 
something that the member will miss, 
and take an interest in. 

Let us hark back to those striking 
facts. Is there anybody in their senses 
who will deny that the workers can 
afford 3d. per week, or more? Is there 
anybody who can deny that the value 


the workers ask for and get is infinitely 


higher? 
The whole point is this—have we 
the courage, while everything is in the 


melting-pot, while a new world is being 


moulded, to see that we forge and 
finance a machine werthy of its task 
and worth its price? Timidity is 
going to get the Party nowhere in these 
days of steel and fire. 

In these pages we, ourselves, may but 
be the prophet in the wilderness. Be 
that so or not, our conviction is that 
these problems have got to be faced. 
And when they are faced the facts we 
quote will point, as we have pointed, to 
the one solution. 


The Reconstruction 


Conferences 


Below we give a list of Regional Con- 
ferences (convened in most cases from 
an area of round about 30 miles) which 
have been atranged to discuss the 
Interim Report on Reconstruction 
Problems. 

We have not listed the six Confer- 
ences held prior to March 28. These 
were held at Manchester, Liverpool, 
Leicester, Swansea, Sheffield and 
Northampton. 

Four further Conferences have been 
fixed at Bangor, Newcastle, Darlington 
and Accrington, but the dates and 
speakers are not at this date finally 
arranged. 


Date Place Speaker 
Mar. 28 Derby Dr. H. Dalton, M.P. 
» 28 Birmingham Mr. G. Ridley. M.P. 
» 28 Ipswich Mr. H. J. Laski 
» 28 Cardiff Mr. E. Shinwell, M.P. 
Apr. 11 Workington Mr. S. Watson 
» 11 Leeds Mr. Harold Clay > 
» 11 Stoke Mrs. B. Ayrton Gould, J.P. 
» 11 Wrexham Mr. G. Ridley, M.P. 
» 18 Hull Mr. S. Watson 


» 18 Tonbridge 
» 18 Bristol 
» 25 Wimbledon 


Mr. G. Lathan, M.P. 
Mr. Harold Clay 
Mr. J. Griffiths, M.P. 


» 25 Glasgow Miss E. Wilkinson, M.P. 

» 26 Edinburgh Miss E. Wilkinson, M.P. 
May 2 Willesden Mr. A. J. Dobbs 

» 2 Norwich Mr. J. Griffiths, M.P. 

» 2 Eastleigh Mr. G. Lathan, M.P. 

» 2 London Mr. H. J. Laski 

» 9 Plymouth Mr. G. Ridley, M.P. 

» 25 Dundee Mr. H. J. Las<i 

», 26 Aberdeen Mr. H. J. Laski 


ERRATUM 


By a slip of the pen in last month’s 
issue the Constituency in which Miss 
S. E. Barker had worked was wrongly 
given as Skipton. It should, of course, 
have been Halifax. 
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Labour Party 
Conference 


The 41st Annual Conference of the 
Labour Party will be held in~ the 
Central Hall, Westminster, on Whit 
Monday, May 25th, to Thursday, May 
28th. Affiliated Organisations will, of 
course, already have received the 
official notifications. We believe some 
difficulty has arisen over the number 
and the variety of the Resolutions 
received though this betokens a 
healthy interest in the affairs of the 
Conference. Amendments to resolu- 
tions must be sent in by April roth. 
The chairman of the Conference will 
be Mr. W. H. Green, M.P. At the 
time of going to press resolutions have 
not been circulated to delegates. We 
hope to give a notice of same next 
month. 


Co-operative Party 
Conference 


The annual conference of the Co- 
operative Party will take place at 
Easter (April 5th and 6th), the venue 
being the Conway Hall, Holborn, 
London. Chairman, Mr. Altred Barnes, 
M.P. Forty-two Resolutions are down 
for discussion together with the 
amendments. 

The report of the National Com- 
mittee to be submitted to the Confer- 
ence shows that the number of affiliated 
societies was 483 with a membership 
of 6,061,170. This represents 69.81 per 
cent, of the membership of the British 
Co-operative Movement. Over 20 con- 
stituencies are listed with candidates. 
Financially the year has been a suc- 
cesstul one with a saving of about 
£7,500. Affiliation fees amounted to 
£13,614 and the funds stand at about 


£51,000. 


Mr. Claude Denscombe who, for the 
last six years has been agent and secre- 
tary to the Reading Trades Council 
and Labour Party has now transferred 
to Tottenham North. 

Mr. Denscombe has been a con- 
spicuous success at Reading where the 
Party made a marvellous recovery 
shortly after the outbreak of war. Mr. 
Denscombe was formerly at Wallsend- 
on-Tyne, and began his agency career 
at Caerphilly, where he was agent to 
the late Morgan Jones, M.P. 


* 


STRIKING 
FACTS 


7,800,000 workers in 1940 — 
received weekly wage in- 
creases of about £1,650,000 


a week. 


So in 1941, these. workers 
received £85,800,000 in extra 
wages. Good luck to them. 
AND 
7,800,000 workers in 1941 re- 
1 ceived further wage increases 
of about £2,400,000 a week 
(including December). 


That is a further 
T £136,800,000 


in the coming year. 


BUT 


1 The number of Local Parties 


reported to us as having in- 
creased their affiliation fees 
(often only 2d. a year) is, to 


date 
NIL 


T The number of Local Parties 
reported to us-as having in- 
creased their weekly subscrip- 


‘tion is, to date, also 


NIL 


Annual reports of Local Parties are 
now beginning to pour in though we 
have only room at the moment to note 
a few of them. Almost all parties 
speak of membership difficulties last 
year and this circumstance makes all 
the more important the strenuous 
efforts that should now be made to re- 
cover lost ground. On the whole 
parties are better off financially and 
most parties show an improvement in 
_ their financial position. 


Norwich L.P. and T.C.: One of the 
best reports to hand. Membership 
income steady and at {210 a drop of 
only £5 on last year. A substantial 
credit balance on year’s working. Un- 
usual feature is that industrial income 
is much lower than political income, 
ie., {51 10s. as against nearly £1,000. 


City of Bradtord L.P.: Position 
much improved in recent years, but 
much re-organisation still to accom- 
plish. Financial position improving 
and bank balance rising. An old 
Socialist Movement with some trouble- 
some inheritances of other days. 


West Leyton D.L.P.: Still 600 mem- 
bers on the books, this being practicaliy 
a basic membership. Decline seems to 
have been stopped. Much activity 
during the year both organisational 
and on the social side. Political 
interest remains high. Surplus of in- 
come over expenditure. 


Harrow L.L.P.: Advice Bureau 
dealt with over 2,000 cases during the 
year. Women’s section particularly 
busy. Party’s paid-up membership 
compares favourably with  pievious 
year. Members being asked to take 
subscriptions to the officers owing to 
difficulties about collectors. — ‘Press 
Service” and “Labour Organiser” dis- 
tributed regularly to Party and Ward 
officers. : 


Barkston Ash D.L.P.: Income ex- 
ceeds expenditure by £27. Member- 
ship 516. Trade Union affiliation in- 
creased during year. 
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Some Reports and esi: 
Balance Sheets — 


5 el te eh 


Huddersfield L.P.: 24th annual re- 
port to hand—we thought the Party 
was older. “Huddersfield Citizen” 
now 15 years old, but recent curtail- 
ments causing anxiety. Particularly 
active Labour Group. Party held their 
annual outing last year and went to 
Blackpool. T.U. affiliation fees {£70 
odd. Membership fees {169. Sale 
of work produced {132. Rebate to 
collectors cost £33. Cash balance in 
hand on general account {112—an in- 
crease. 


Ipswich T.C. and L.P. (Political Com- 
mittee): Received from subscriptions 
£176. Affiliation fees {56 and “Dona- 
tions, Party Competitions” £450. Total 
income 1,023. Financial position 
strong and strengthened during the 
year. There is £489 in an election 
fund and a further credit surplus of 
£145. £475 is held in’3 per cent. 
Detence Bonds. 


Faversham D.L.P.: Increased Trade 
Union affiliations; now the highest 
ever. Cash saving on year {22 al- 
though we understand there is a 
further profit account for £72 which 
will swell this amount. As with most 
D.L.P.’s accounts the whole picture of 
Divisional activity is not shown in the 
report as the local parties issue separate 
statements; thus in this case there is the 
Sheerness Party who have a balance of 
over {700 and headquarters valued at 
over {1,500. There are other local 
parties which have purchased or built 
their own headquarters. All this is 
wonderful in an area where there is 
very little industry. This Party says 
“have continued to circulate very 
valued monthly the “Labour 
Organiser.” é 


Morpeth D.L.P.: Party meetings 
regularly held and mostly well 
attended. Women’s jobs have been well 
done. Propaganda also well done and 
several leading speakers. Membership 
shows an increase and stands at 589. 
The repert urges that this should be 
far more. Literature sales well main- 
tained. 85 delegates were present at 
Annual Conference representing 36 
organisations 


E 
| 
’ 


a 
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Hendon L.L.P.: An 
Party in an important 
Membership has shown a typical fall 
the last three years. Now round about 
500, but signs of improvement. A 
local examination of position and ideas 
is taking place. A Constituency 

’ Christmas bazaar, etc., produced nearly 
£100. (L.P.’s share {23 11s. 6d.). A 
local election fund has been inaugur- 
ated with an eye to the future. 
Financial statement shows profit on 
year’s working. Funds in hand £74. 


important 


Derby L.P.: Membership totals 1130. 
A slight drop. Former big bazaar 
efforts haye had to be dropped, but 
nearly {75 came from tea and concert 
and a stall run therewith. Unusual 
feature is a drop in affiliations which 
stand at 12,894. Financial position 
sound with the accounts clearly shown. 
The Report and Year Book is produced 
in customary worthy style. 


FILMS 
The Modern Method 


Alderman Joseph Reeves, of the 
Workers’ Film Association, speaking at 
a Manchester conterence, said the 
W.F.A. had decided on an expansion 
programme which included additional 
road showing units, tor the purpose of 
offering to organisations or groups of 
organisations for a period of one week 
of six days or more, complete outfits 
and programmes of films for the sum 
of £18 18s. upwards 

Already units had been sent to most 
of the main centres of population ana 
were being booked up as fast as they 

- could be installed. He gave the inter- 
esting information that during the last 
few weeks 2,000 reels of Soviet films 
had been distributed, and so as to in- 
crease this valuable and attractive 
form of propaganda, agents had been 
appointed at Chester, Bradford, South- 
ampton, Bournemouth, Burslem, Birm- 
ingham, etc. 

Conferences, supported by. film dis- 

eolays. had been held in many fats 
of the country, at which speakers 
lectured on various aspects of Soviet 
life and the heroic efforts of the Soviet 
people and their armed forces. 

Consideration was being given to the 
development of film propaganda in 
areas coyered by the conference, and it 


Division. ~ 
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"was proposed to send a weekly pro- 


gramme-of films to Manchester which 
working-class bodies could hire. 
Negotiations were in hand for these 
films to be placed in the library of the 
Co-operative Wholesale Society. Ne- 
gotiations were also proceeding for a 
similar arrangement to be made with 
the Scottish C.W.S., so that a more 
effective distribution of films could be 
provided for Scotland. While this was 
going on, steps were being taken to 
build up a library of films on Demo- 
cracy and the large Trade Unions were 
being approached for the purpose of 
obtaining -heir assistance in the pro- 
duction of films relating to the life of 
the worker in the trade for which they 
cater. 


Mr. Reeves made public the fact that 
the Labour Party was considering a 
proposal to produce a film om the mse 
and achievements or the workers’ 
movement, culminating in Labour’s 
contribution to the war effort. He an- 
nounced also that agreement had been 
reached with the C-W.S., Ltd., whereby 
their film production unit would in 
future be employed for the purpose of 
producing films sponsored by or 
ordered through the W.F.A. He stated 
also that the Co-operative Union, Ltd., 
had applied to become linked with the 
Trades Union Congress and the Labour 
Party as shareholding members of the 
W.F.A. 


Finally, he gave particulars of a 
week’s Film School which was being 
held under W.F.A. auspices in July 
next, to which well-known film experts, 


such as Anthony Asquith, Walter 
Greenwood, Ritchie Calder, Philip 
Guedella, Ivor Montagu, and Pat 
Mannock, were to be invited to 
lecture. 


Readers often wonder what may be 
happening to our coast parties. Well, 
here is Winchester D.L.P. which, 
despite the tremendous number ot 
people evacuated from the strongest 
area (a ward in the North of South- 
ampton), still orders 500 cards, and 
reports that although the area men- 
tioned has dropped in membership 
from about 700 to 150, Eastleigh, on 
the other hand, is making members 
fairly well. Good luck to brave com- 
rades whom we happen to know have 
suffered painfully and personally from 
the blitz. 


The Interim Report on Reconstruc- 
tion contains a paragraph from which 
we quote the following sentence: “The 
Labour Party stands by the principle 
of the single-member constituency as 
the basis of our system; and it believes 
that both Continental and Dominion 
experience remains decisive against 
proportional representation. But it 
does not think that the grave decision 
of choosing a new Parliament should 
be taken until the anomalies of the 
present situation have been corrected.” 

With the first sentence we are in 
entire agreement, but the second sen- 
tence is one which we think ought to 
be deleted from a report of this kind. 
If the statement means what it says the 
Labour Party is committed to a nega- 
tive attitude towards a General Elec- 
tion for a long time to come, whether 
the war is over or whether it still goes 
on, 

And what are the anomalies which 
are referred to? Are these the 
anomalies of the franchise merely, or of 
representation? Neither of these ques- 
tions can be dealt with under two 
vears. Does it mean that the Labour 
Party may be quoted as holding that 


MORE 


STRIKING FACTS 


The total membership of Trade 
Unions in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland at the end of 1940 was 

6,542,000. 

This is a rise of 5 per cent. com- 
pared with the previous year, or a nett 
increase of 312,000 members. 

Affiliated to the Labour Party at the 
same date (including individual mem- 
bers) the number stood at 

2,571,163. 

The latter figure represents a 
decrease ot 91,904, the whole of which 
is attributable to the drop in individual 
membership. 

Where, oh where, are the 4,000,000 
Trade Unionists who don’t pay the 
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No Election until 


A bad slip-up in the Labour Party’s 
Reconstruction Proposals 


no election should take place under 
any circumstances till these questions 
are out of the way—in other words, not 
until some time in the dim and distant 
future when the present Parliament 
has had time to deal with these 
matters? 

Our view is diametrically opposed to 
what is there suggested. We regard 
the expression made as being down- 
right dangerous to democracy though 
it may well suit any who desire to con- 
tinue the Coalition Government ad 
infinitum. We hope some of our 
readers will take this matter up. 

We ourselves are quite alive to the 
need for redistribution and the need, 
too, for dealing with many other 
anomalies, but to tie our hands down 
to a General Election only after re- 
distribution and other anomalies have 
been dealt with, is an altogether dif- 
ferent matter. 

The paragraph as it stands is cbjec- 


tionally worded and it may have 
boomerang effects upon us in the 
future. Nor does the statement, 


innocent-looking enough in itself, con- 
form to the general attitude and 
desires of cur Party. 


political levy? Don’t they expect any- 
thing from political action, or are these 
uninspiring masses too mean» for 
words? 


Up to the end of 1941 the “Land 
Worker” has published the wills of 
3,637 farmers. The total amount left 
by these farmers was {:96,6288,031. 


Information recently given in the 
House of Commons reveals that the 
following approximate amounts are 
paid in subsidies in respect of a certain 
number of food items :— 


Flour, bread, oatmeal, and Be 
feeding stuffs . 50,000,000 

Meat in sate 23,000,000 

Pre-war cattle subsidy 4,500,000 


Milk, tea, eggs and potatoes 12,000,000 
National milk and_ other 
schemes ... 


m: 17,000,600 
Beet sugar subsidy ... 


2,250,000 


- 


; 
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Parliamentary By-elections 
; Since Electoral Truce—Second List 


4 # (For first list see issue No. 233) hg 
a ie , ~~ aa a 
: Constituency. Date. “Nat. Lab. Lib. Otiers Name of Labour M.P. 
4 en Govt.’ — Elected. 
Great Yarmouth ? ig U 
avai : a we BOY: mR = Ss jiu. 
King’s Norton .. ay8 21,573 — — 1,696 -- 
Fa PEP. t) Be 

1,552 (P.P.U. _ 
Hornsey .. «« May28 11,077 _ — 148 _ 

Bomb Berlin — 
West Dorset re une 21 Unop. _— _ : _ , = 
ireenock .. uly 10 a Unop. _ _ Hector McNeil 
W. Edinburgh .. july 12 Unop. _ _— — Se 
Dudley .. ce uly 23 ~ 4,869 — — in: BS — 

, rlin — 
Pontefract Sat Jy. Z —_ Unop. _ _— P. G. Barstow 
Berwick-on-Tweed Aug. 1 _— _ Unop. = a 
Scarborough & 

Whitby ..- oe Sept. 24 - 12,518 _ —- 8,086 — 
Wrekin... .. Sept.26 9,946 — —_ 7,121 _ 

’ (Bomb Berlin) — 

1,638 (Ind.) ae 
Lancaster .. PPO 8 C28 TEL $5 7-2: _ -- 6,552 sae —- 

“ ,418 (1.L.P. — 
Brighton ., «  Nov.15 Unop. _— Sau i = 
Hampstead Nov. 27. 7,630. _ > 2,734 : 

% (Bomb Berlin) — 
636 
(Ind, Democrat) 
326 (Ind.) 
Harrow... -- Dec.2 14,540 — _ 3433 =_ 
C. Edinburgh ne LOCA 84,771 _> — 1,950 (I.L.P.' 

oe) 1942 
eapicy .. Feb. x3 _- Unop — — Ivor Thomas 
N.E. Derby oar? War :Z — Unop. — — H. White 
Nuneaton «» Mar. 9 -- Unop. — — F. G. Bowles 
Wigan Be cat Wiat <% — Unop —_— — W. Foster 
Gorton .. «« Mar. 11 — Unop —_ — W. H. Oldfield 
Newcastle- 
under-Lyme a Mar, 11 —_ Unop. — —_ J. D. Mack 
Tavistock 
Grantham Outstanding Bye-elections 16/3/42 
Spennymoor 
Putney “ 

Errata : 


In previous list read Dumbartonshire for Dumbarton. The votes 21,900 given for Péeters- 
field should read a line lower down tor Dumbartonshire. 


REVIEWS 


-“Coar,” by Jim Griffiths, M.P. (Fore- 
word by Will Lawther). Price 2d. 
The Labour Party. 

A timely pamphlet received as 
we are going to press. Further 
review next month. Should be a 
great seller and local parties are 
advised to lay in stocks immedi- 
ately. 


Tue Ovp Worip AND THE NEW 
Socirery. Price 3d. The Labour Party. 
The crass stupidity of the B.B.C., 
which sought to cuppress mention ot 


so all-important a document as_ the 
Labour Party’s Report on the problems 
of the war and peace Reconstruction, 
only resulted in an extraordinary and 
unprecedented publicity for the pub- 
lished document. 

The Report is published as a 32-page 
pamphlet at the price of 3d. (post free 
4d.); 12 copies cost 2/6 post free; 50 
cost 8/-; and 100 cost 15/-. At the 
present time the pamphlet is a best 
seller. 

We need not here review this Interim 
Report for it should be discussed in 
detail by every Party. We merely 
draw attention to the vital character of 
this matter and the sound advantage 


(Concluded on page 15) 
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By the the Editor 


The old green bedi ead 


The Wanderlust | 


No. 


I am the old green bedstead. Here 
is my tale:— 
* * * 


I saw you start, my scribe, as you 
saw me to-day on the salvage heap. 
Recognition? Never mind. Take 
down this story ere | pass from hence 
for evermore, for [ am bent and 
broken. One leg is gone. J am no 
longer young nor green and shiney; 
nor am I clean. This garbage heap is, 
I feel, the end, or leads to the end; 
the end that the wicked come by—a 
burning everlasting fire. Yet I do not 
deserve this. Whosoever sinned it 
never was the bedstead! 

I am an old hag now, but I remem- 
ber youth and strength and beauty, 
which qualities I humbly claim the 
bridal couple did but share with me 
when my paint was tresh and my bear- 
ing upright and true. 

I remember that day, was it in the 
70’s that they took me upstairs the first 
time and introduced me to my room 
and theirs. How they gloated over me; 
my light green paint; my brassy 
knobs; my flowered panel at the head. 
Liza and Tom were getting married, 
and I was a most, the most, important 
accessory, both before and after the 
deed. 

They tucked a pink valance round 
my three sides and beneath me they 
hid other accessories—a wooden box of 
“Tom’s tools and a big black trunk that 
contained memories of other. begin- 
nings. In it was Tom’s mother’s bridal 
dress, and on that lay the muslin 
frock that Liza was to wear that day 
they used me for the first time. 

There was a small deal table in 
front of the window and Liza stretched 
what looked like a towel on this. She 
put a strip of material round the sides 
and a strip of it up at the window. 
That, with a bit of carpet on Liza’s 
side of the bed completed the furnish- 
ing. And what more should be 
needed? Was not I enough—l, the 
radiant, the significant, the sign and 
sceptre of bed and board? 

Ah me, how times change. When I 
was young, clean boards, a Clean bed, 
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and a clean wife was all a ee 
man wanted in his bedroom. Now 
bless you there are wardrobes, and— 
mirrors (I was ashamed when first I 
saw myself in a mirror. So was Liza), | 
tallboys, chairs, basins, rugs, easy-— 
chairs, and sometimes running water. 
By and by there’ll be no room for a 
bed; indeed they tell me that a settee 
sort of thing, or two or them, have > 
ousted my kindred altogether in many ~ 
modern bedrooms. 

* * * 

The days of my prime were great 
days tor me, tor Liza and for Tom. 
Both of them admired me, nay more, 
they must have loved me. On Sunday 
mornings they were loth to leave my 
comfort, and on Sunday afternoons — 
they came back to me. “Green 
Mother,” they called me then, “old 
mother bed,” and such endearments, 
but they told each other I had one 
fault, for on cold mornings Tom 
averred that I “pulled” him, though 
really, I think it was Eliza. 

I ‘remember sadly my fall from 
grace. For a long time we had been 
somewhat crowded in “green mother.” 
For .now there was little Tom, and 
little Tony, too, while Tiny, another 
baby boy, had just arrived. 

Five in a bed is a lot; it was nothing 
to my later experiences. Tom made 
an out-rigger sort of arrangement with 
boards laid under the mattress and 
extending far enough to carry little 
Tom and Tony. That answered well 
enough, though sometimes the kiddies 
became unshipped and fell upon the 
floor. But Liza always complained 
that she could feel the boards, also 
that the bed was getting “spoilt, a 
which, of course, I knew, but had un- 
complainingly borne. 

So there came a day when a great 
Black Bess of a bedstead was hoisted 
upstairs and stood in my place. I re- 
member Eliza gloating over its beauty 
as she had gloated over mine years 
before. Then there came a rending of 
my parts though it was the ingrati- 
tude that hurt me most. That night 
Black Bess took the place of OS! 


d Liza and Tom slept alone with un- 
mly pleasure. 1, and the three 

ckaninnies, were thrust in the back- 
room. I never saw my old quarters 
again; my feather bed gave place to a 


coarse one of flock and my warm 


blankets to old and torn ones of no 
account. 
« * * * 

_ Time marches on. At periods 1 
could hear a new squalling in the 
front room and hardly had the tune 
mellowed from the squalling to the 
lusty bellowing of a twelve-months-old 
when a new. squalling was _ heard. 
That always meant another burden for 
me to bear. Still time marched on 
and as J counted, those burdens grew 
to four, to five, to six, to seven. Seven 
it was, and seven I carried for I think 
seven long years. é 

Seven in a bed are not carried as 
some folk think by seven sleeping side 
by side, either longwise or broadside. 
My burden was ot different lengths, 
and just as the world upheaves and 
settles down again, so the kiddies each 
night heaved and scrambled for place, 
finally settling down mostly with the 
longest on the outside, and the 
smallest inside. 

Saturday mornings, when the kiddies 
only came downstairs at father’s 
coming home, and Sunday mornings, 
when father and mother stayed in bed, 
were my times of trouble. They took 
years out of me. ~ 

A favourite game was “tents.” My 
knobs had long since gone and it was 
a great game to hook each corner of 
the sheet on the bedstead by holing it 
on the thread where the knob had 
been. When there was no sheet the 
blanket served. What games, what 
romps the kiddies had. Though I 
groaned it was fine play, and each little 
naked imp (what was the good of 
shirts that were promptly torn off 
one’s back?) -played hell for all he was 
worth. : 

Sometimes, when the uproar became 
too loud, Liza appeared for smacked 
bottoms all round. Liza had a routine 
fer this. First she slipped the bed 
against the wall so that there was no 
escape, and from the seven squirming 
little bodies in a heap against the wall 
she would lay hold of one, neatly turn- 
ing him over on the edge of the bed 
for operations. The first one got the 
worst of it and was then dropped on 
the floor. The second, the third and a 
fourth followed, but the last three 
yenerally escaped. They were neatly 
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tucked in, warned never to move, while 
the chastised children were made to 
dress, sent downstairs, and as promptly 
sent back to bed again. It was a ritual 
in which honour was satisfied if justice 
wasn’t. , 

I remember a day when Liza’s 
punishment seemed to extend to me. 
For long I had noticed that some ot 
my “laths” were loose. The kiddies 
had discovered it, too, and jumping up 
and down had loved to hear my old 
irons rattle. 

To-day, Liza was specially wroth, 
and she was smiting hip and thigh 
without much selection on the wrigg- 
ling mass of naked bodies. All at once 
the “laths” gave way and down they 
all went on the floor, Liza included. 
Little Timmy was crushed beneath 
and sustained an injured spine. 
Timmy went to hospital. He never 
came back. 

After that Tom boarded me over.. lt 
was probably hard to le on, but at 
least my laths didn’t poke in anyone’s 
ribs. 

Of course, the kiddtes were some- 
times ill. Measles and chicken-pox 
came, but Liza-didn’t take away the 
sick ones. “‘Better they all have it at 
once,” was her motto. And they did. 

* * * 

Seven years had gone by when 
things began to happen. First of all, 
one cold winter morning Harry took 
bad. A strange man came, and said, 
“pneumonia.” They took Hal away. 
Nor did I see him again either. 

The same thing happened a week 
later and little Billy disappeared. That 
left me four and I might have made 
them comfortable. But one Saturday 
Tom and Tony, now fourteen and 
thirteen, ‘respectively, and who had 
long done a lot of whispering together, 
went over to the window. Silently open- 
ing it they disappeared from sight. I 
heard later they had reached the back- 
kitchen roof, scaled down to the yara 
and were last seen near the docks. 
They got aboard a ship bound for 
Odessa. Years later I saw Tom once, 
but Tony—he sleeps ona bed where 
green waters flow and forests flourish 
at the sides. For the rivers are long 
and the waters deep where he was laid 
to rest. 

* * * 


My tale nears its end, but one more 
tragedy and one more hope was yet 
to be mine. 

Tom and Tony hadn’t long gone 
when Tom, the quiet, hard-working, 
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old dad, fell ill. Soon Black Bess 
shared the anguish | had suffered. She 
stood in a silent room, and there lay 
upon her broad expanse, a still and 
shrouded figure that once was Tom. 

One can’t get blood out of stone, 
nor yet tears out of iron. And yet I 
wept in my silly old way as Liza came 
that night and lay on the boarded bed 
with the two that were left. 


* * * 


A few days later I was empty again 
—the first time for fourteen years—and 
Black Bess, ever the thief of my joys, 
embraced once more that which was 
bern on her spread and she who gave 
them life. I will not complain: they 
were warmer, so. 


* * * 


And now for my last real episode. 
It was twelve months after, and Liza, 
I know, had seen hard times. 

She had come to me one day, and 
on to my old joints she had dropped 
paraffin oil with a feather. “That'll fix 
’em,” I heard her say, evidently not 
meaning me. She likewise anointed 
the boards with strong smelling stuff 
before taking them away. Then she 
bought a spring-like frame and put over 
me, and glory be, she took the best bed 
from off Black Bess and laid it on my 
bosom. 

Now was my cup full to overflowing 


once again. For a man, a real ft 
grown man was to lie on me. 


Oh, those happy months with the 


lodger, just he and I. But they, too, 
sped away, and last—was I cursed?— 
Joe fell ill. 


I remember those weeks; how he 


suffered; how Liza nursed him; the da 

he sat up again; how he looked at her. 
Liza was young ~still, only thirty- 

four, and Joe was a little older. I re- 


member that day, Liza sat on the bed, | 


and Joe pulled her down and kisse 
her. I creaked with joy. I too fe 
young again. Was lite beginning all 
over again for me, and for them? ~ 
Oh, foolish bedstead! Joe and Liza 
made their compact that day and Joe 
got better... Six weeks later they got 
married. But that night the kids came 
back, and Black Bess—I hate her! 
* * * 


There’s little more of my story to 
tell. A month passed and they took 
me down and introduced two ridiculous 
little wcoden beds into my room, while : 
I was stood aside. 

A year later, in a bigger house, they 
carried me to a dark and dreary attic. 
There amidst the spiders, many long,’ 
long years have passed. And now 
come I to my last cup of bitterness. I 
am salvage am I? I, the Alpha; now 
the Omega. But I rebel! Yes, 5 
rebel! JI rebel!!!. I rebel!!!! 


Local Government By-elections 
HOME OFFICE ADVICE 


The following important circular to 
County Councils, Borough Councils 
and similar bodies has been issued by 
the Home Office. Various abuses and 
problems of prime concern in filling 
vacancies are here dealt with :— 


IT am directed by the Secretary of 
State to inform you chat his atteniion 
has been drawn to a certain diversity 
of interpretation by local authorities 
of the arrangements for the filling 
during the war of vacancies on County, 
Borough or District Councils. As you 
are aware the Local Elections and 
Register of Electors (Temporary Pro- 
visions) Act, 1539, substituted a method 
of direct election by the Council for 
the normal procedure of nomination 
and poll required by the Local Goyern- 
ment Act, 1933, or Rules made under 
that Act. The decision as to who shall 
be elected to fill the vacancy rests with 


the Council in the exercise of its powers 
under the Act ct 1939. 

When, however, this Act Was under 
consideration it was agreed by all 
political parties—as pointed out in the 
Home Office circular letter of the 2nd 
November, 1939—that vacancies should 
be filled by persons belonging to the 
same political party as the outgoing 
members. The object of this agree- 
ment was to secure that, so long as war 
conditions render impracticable the 
holding of local elections, the existing 
balance ot parties should be scrupu- 
lously maintained. 

This agreement appears with few ex- 
ceptions to have been honourably 
observed, but there have been some 
differences of practice in the methods 
of selecting a person of the same 
political party as that of the deceased 
or retiring councillor. In some few 
cases the Council have not elected the 


€andidate recommended by the 

litical party or local electoral associ- 
tion concerned, but have elected some 
her member of that party or associa- 
jon. While the Council are within 
their legal power in following such a 
course, experience has shown that such 
procedure (unless in very exceptional 
cases it is required by obvious con- 
siderations of public policy) provokes 
controversy and leaves the political 
pery or association concerned with a 
feeling that it has not been fairly 
treated. The more general practice ot 
local authorities is to be guided in 
their election by intormation given to 
them by the representatives on the 
Council ‘of the party or association in 
question that they would regard a par- 
ticular individual as the most suitable 
candidate. The Secretary of State is 
of opinion—and in this matter he is 
yoicing also the opinion of the leaders 
of the main political parties—that this 
method has the advantage of prevent- 
ing any sense ot political grievance 
and of not stiming up controversy 
which it is the object of the party truce 
in time-of war to avoid. 

If in some particular case there are 
differences of opinion as to the proper 
method of giving effect to the agree- 
ment between political parties, it may 
be advantageous to refer the matter to 
the Central Offices of the parties con- 
cerned. Experience has shown that by 
consultation between representatives 
‘of the Central Offices disputes can be 
avoided, and local authorities will, Mr. 
Morrison is sure, be anxious to avoid 
at the present time controversies which 
are liable to impair the national unity. 

Some variation of practice seems 
also to have occurred in the method of 
election under the Act of 1939. The 
Secretary of State is advised that elec- 
tion should proceed by way of resolu- 
tion, and though the procedure by way 
of nomination is suspended it seems to 
him very desirable that notice should 
be sent to the newspapers of any 
vacancy so as to dispel any suspicion 
that the residents, who would normally 
be electors, are not being kept in- 
formed of the position. It is also very 
desirable that a notice of the vacancy 
should be sent to the leaders of the 
various parties represented on the 
Council so that they can give the 
Council their full co-operation in 
giving effect to the Parliamentary 
agreement.. At the meeting of the 
Council at which the vacancy is to be 
filled -the matter would, of course, 
appear as an item of the agenda. 
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Agency Vacancies 

An agency vacancy at Reading tor 
which the closing date was March 
16th, was notified to members of the 
National Union ot Labour Organisers 
and Election Agents at the beginning 
of the month. 

At the same time notice was given 
of the vacancy created in Leeds by the 
transference of Mr. A. L, Williams 
(late secretary to the City of Leeds 
Labour Party) to Head Office employ- 
ment as mentioned in our last issue. 
The closing date for this vacancy was 
also March 16th. 

At the time ct going to press we 
have no information as to any appoint- 
ment made in the Halifax vacancy 
advertised in our last issue. 

The Clayton vacancy, advertised at 
the same time, has not, we believe, 
been filled owing, we understand, to an 
absence of suitable applicants. 


This is not a salvage paragraph 
urging you to turn out the contents ot 
those old drawers and shelves and ‘de- 
posit same in an oversized wastepaper 
basket for the Municipal collector. On 
the contrary this is a savings para- 
graph. 

In dozens of Labour offices there are 
piles of good stutt that ought not to be 
salvage—yet. 

An example of what we mean is to 
hand to-day, where one enterprising 
secretary has reached down his old and 
carefully preserved pile of the “Labour 
Press Service” and used the blank sides 
for duplicating his annual report and 
balance-sheets. 

This is what we call real war saving, 
and the paper can then go to the waste- 
paper man later on, having done full 
service. 

Please don’t throw away hand-bills 
that have been printed on one side 
only, or file copies of letters, the backs 
of which can be utilised again as back- 
ing paper for the typewriter. 

Instance again the Labour Party 
“Notes for Speakers.” These are excel- 
lent card material. We ourselves use 
out-of-date notes for our card index, 
cutting them to size. We happen to 
possess a small paper cutter, but others 
can get the cutting done by the 
printer. 

It is now a punishable offence to 
waste paper. But it is equally a crime 
not to use paper to its fullest extent or 
to put it in a dump before it has given 

its fullest service. 
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Starting a Local Party 
in a Rural Area 


“Ours is a big county constituency, 
and I have just taken on as Secretary. 
It has lots of unorganised villages, and 
I should be glad if you will tell me how 
you would set about putting some life 
into them so as to set up some local 
organisations.” 

This is a query recently put to us 
by a correspondent. If the question 
was put to any given number of ex- 
perienced organisers, there would prob- 
ably be as many different answers as 
persons questioned. However, we wil! 
do our best by saying how we would 
set about the problem. 


In the first place we have had many 
experiences of precisely this sort of 
thing, and we have had experience, 
too, both in days when the ground 
was entirely barren and our Party un- 
known, and in other days when the 
Party was known, when it had a daily 
newspaper, and circumstances were al- 
together more favourable. 


The latter is the position to-day, 
though we have not the slightest doubt 
that in our friend’s constituency the 
work has been done before, and for one 
reason or another the organisation has 
collapsed, It is just as well to remem- 
ber that there is no corner of Great 
Britain into which Labour’s message 
has not already penetrated, or where 
the soil is entirely virgin. 

We have had dozens of experiences 
where our first job was to find just one 
person to begin with and generally we 
could hunt up some Trade Unionist. 
He would often prove to be a local rail- 
wayman. Our course then was to 
collect by his help the names of sym- 
pathetic members of his Union or of 
other sympathetic persons, after which 
we got them together somehow in one 
of the houses or a local school. 

There is really no better course open 
to-day than that of a quiet descent on 
a chosen area pursuing some such 
method. A list of old members may 
be to hand, but far more productive 
is the course of seeking, first of all, 
some person who has already got a foot 
in the industrial movement. From 
that point one gropes by recommen- 
dations and introductions. 

One remembers many _ occasions 
when, having found the starting point, 
it was but a question of getting a 
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nucleus of others. This was som 
times done by getting ensconced — 
the friendly person’s kitchen, gnd sen¢ 
ing out to this friend, and that, 
come over and “meet a man from 
Labour Party.” The kitchen or front 
room of a friend is indeed a reai van- 
tage point from which to make a be 
ginning. : 4 
It is, of course, not always that a 
gets this advantage, but a few names 
can nearly always be secured by the 
above and similar means, and then it 
is a question of visitations. One is 


particularly unlucky if from ten or a 


dozen names one does not finally alight 
upon someone who is willing to afford 
shelterfor a few friends to talk the 
matter over. 


However many names one collects, 
we have always found that the meet- 
ing in the home is the best beginning 
and the best jumping-off point for fur- 
ther effort. It is worth trying to 
obtain. 


Advertising a meeting, and seeking 
to get together sympathisers out of it 
from which to form a Party, has not, 
in our experience, been so successful 
as the above method. It has seemed 
like putting the cart before the horse. 
When friends forgather in the way 
indicated, one not only _ generally 
begins with a few members, but their 
interest can be incited and held by 
plans for a meeting. That meeting, 
too, starts off under far better auspices 
than a meeting organised from out. 
side. It is sure of a beginning with 
attendance; it is generally sure of pro. 
per stewarding, and it gets an advance 
advertisement, which is a big asset in 
itself. 


Having got a nucleus, every little 
Labour Party needs a little extra atten. 
tion at the start. There is the booking 
of the speaker for them. Probably 
some guidance in advertising, and cer: 
tainly a proper insight into the work 
ing of our Party, and the relationshif 
with the Central Constituency Party 
Even if an experienced ex-Party mem 
ber turns up among the membership 
the preliminary nursing ought not t 
be neglected. 


We have small opinion of attempt 
to descend upon villages en masse witl 
literature and application forms 
even if followed by a meeting. Th 
beginning in a cottage is far, far mor 
effective and the work is more per 
manent. 


“s Nor in our experience have we found 
gebat middle-class people are ordinarily 
able to set in motion such effective 


“methods of forming a Party as the 


Beormbié cottager. They are apt to be 
exclusive and to frighten away the 
hard core of working-class member- 
Ship. They themselves, in our experi- 
ence, readily fall in with the others 
later on. When such persons are the 
only contacts one can make at the 
_ beginning it is wise to get their interest 
and their attempts to get a working- 
class membership in addition to them- 
selves. For of such is the kingdom of 
our Party. 


Regional Local 
Government 


_ The above is a matter to which we 
referred in our issue No. 238 under the 

heading “Beware Provincial Govern- 
_ nent.” 

Since we wrote the kite-fliers have 

again been busy seeking to create an 
_ atmosphere which will compose us to 
the idea of great Provincial bodies 
_ taking over many, perhaps most, of the 
functions now exercised by existing 
borough, county, urban and rural 
authorities. 

We have a profound suspicion of this 

matter. In the first place no case has 
been made out to show that existing 
bodies fail in their functions. In the 

~ second place the whole business seems 
to us to savour otf that Regional dic- 

_tatorship which, however necessary it 
may be to the war effort, is in itself a 
detestable thing, alien to democratic 
control and which should be swept 
away at the earliest possible oppor- 
tunity. 

What strikes us, too, is that the pro- 
tagonists are those who have no ex- 
perience of local Government in the 
Provinces, but whose whole outlook is 
circumscribed by the problem and 
experience of London. It seems that 
those qualified to deal with London’s 
special problems have no realisation 
that local Government outside Lon- 
don is an entirely different thing. 

Labour will have to watch this 
matter very closely or before we are 
aware of it we shall be committed to 
changes that would take away the 
democratic control of local Govern- 
ment which is now possible, and give 

- us instead bodies that are quite beyond 
our powers to capture or control. 
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Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester 


(Concluded from page 9.) 


to the Party of widely selling the Re- 
port and following it up with dis- 
criminate propaganda work. 

Finality is not written of this matter 
which, of course, must go much 
further, and even this report may be 
subject to alteration in detail. We 
ourselyes draw attention on another 
page to what we conceive to be an un- 
wise pronouncement on page 19. 


Tuese THiIncs SHALL Be. Price 1d. 
The Labour Party. 

These notes on the “Restoration of 
Britain After the War,” might well be 
read as a companion to the Labour 
Party’s Interim Report on Reconstruc- 
tion. The Notes 1n fact, unlike the 
Interim, deal solely with Reconstruction 
and not with the wider question 
of war and peace policy; the notes 
strike us as being more a statement of ~ 
the problems than a policy for dealing 
with them and this is as it should be. 
In its presentation the Notes seem to 
us to cover fields that must be left to 
future Reports or Interims. In short, 
if we may put it, so the Notes open up 
a vista, but the Report is a plan (not 
yet completed), and the plan must 
follow right along till we get to the 
end of the vista. “These Things Shall 
Be” makes good reading for Socialists. 
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THE LABOUR PARTY 


invite applications for the ; 
District Organisership for the Eastern Counties ae | 


Application Forms and the Conditions of Appoint- | 
ment may be had from the National Agent, The 

Labour Party, “Transport House, Smith Square, } 
London, S.W.I, on or before May 1l6th, 1942. } 


